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BALL AND SOCKET JOINT FOR A MOTOR VEHICLE 



FIRST OFFICE ACTION 
SPECIFICATION 

The specification is objected to because the continuing data contained in the first 
paragraph of page I is incomplete. 

DRAWINGS 

The drawings are objected to because the blocks in the block diagrams of Figures 3-5 are 
not labeled. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to 
the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing 
sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, 
even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing 
should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure 
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must be removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must 
be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several views of the 
drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the 
renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1. 121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the Examiner, the Applicant will 
be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The 
objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

CLAIMS 

35 US.a $ 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entiUcd lo a patent unless- 

(c) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by another filed 
in the United Stales before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United Slates only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-3, 10, and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Heidemann (2003/0070476). 
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With respect to claims 1-3, 10, and 11, Heidemann suggests a ball and socket joint for a 
motor vehicle, the ball and socket joint comprising: 
a housing (1) having a recess; 

a ball pivot which has a pin (2) and a joint ball (8), which is mounted with said joint ball 

rotatably and pivotably in said recess of said housing, whereby said pin extends out through an 

opening provided in said housing; 

a sealing bellows (10) arranged between said housing and said pin; and 

a multipart measuring array, which has a signal transmitter and a sensor, said measuring 

array being arranged between a pin-side end of said joint ball and a pin-side end of said sealing 

bellows (Fig. 2B and page 2, paragraph 16). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 4-9 and 12-16 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims because the prior art fails to teach or suggest the claimed 
subject matter of the respective claims. Since each of the claims are brief, no further explanation 
is deemed necessary as to the limitations not taught by the prior art. 
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CITED DOCUMENrS 



The Applicant's attention is directed to the enclosed 'TTO-892'' form for the prior art 
made of record at the time of this office action. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to Eric S. McCall whose telephone number is (571) 272-2183. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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